
HOW TO

WILDFIRE RISK REDUCTION STEPS THAT CAN MAKE YOUR HOME SAFER DURING A WILDFIRE

PREPARE
YOUR HOME

FOR WILDFIRES

   BE PREPARED 

   FIRE RESISTIVE CONSTRUCTION

   VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
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Order a Reducing Wildfire Risks in the Home Ignition Zone checklist/poster at Firewise.org

TALK TO YOUR LOCAL FORESTRY AGENCY 
OR FIRE DEPARTMENT TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT THE SPECIFIC WILDFIRE RISK 

WHERE YOU LIVE.

VISIT FIREWISE.ORG FOR MORE DETAILS

1. HOME IGNITION ZONES 

To increase your home’s chance of surviving a wildfire, 
choose fire-resistant building materials and limit the amount 
of flammable vegetation in the three home ignition zones. 
The zones include the Immediate Zone: (0 to 5 feet around 
the house), the Intermediate Zone (5 to 30 feet), and the 
Extended Zone (30 to 100 feet). 

2. LANDSCAPING AND MAINTENANCE 

To reduce ember ignitions and fire spread, trim branches 
that overhang the home, porch, and deck and prune 
branches of large trees up to 6 to 10 feet (depending on 
their height) from the ground. Remove plants containing 
resins, oils, and waxes. Use crushed stone or gravel instead 
of flammable mulches in the Immediate Zone (0 to 5 feet 
around the house). Keep your landscape in good condition. 

3. ROOFING AND VENTS 

Class A fire-rated roofing products, such as composite 
shingles, metal, concrete, and clay tiles, offer the best 
protection. Inspect shingles or roof tiles and replace or 
repair those that are loose or missing to prevent ember 
penetration. Box in eaves, but provide ventilation to prevent 
condensation and mildew. Roof and attic vents should be 
screened to prevent ember entry. 

4. DECKS AND PORCHES 

Never store flammable materials underneath decks or 
porches. Remove dead vegetation and debris from under 
decks and porches and between deck board joints. 

5. SIDING AND WINDOWS 

Embers can collect in small nooks and crannies and ignite 
combustible materials; radiant heat from flames can crack 
windows. Use fire-resistant siding such as brick, fiber-
cement, plaster, or stucco, and use dual-pane tempered 
glass windows. 

6. EMERGENCY RESPONDER ACCESS 

Ensure your home and neighborhood have legible and 
clearly marked street names and numbers. Driveways 
should be at least 12 feet wide with a vertical clearance of 
15 feet for emergency vehicle access. 

n   Develop, discuss, and practice an emergency action plan 
with everyone in your home. Include details for handling 
pets, large animals, and livestock. 

n   Know two ways out of your neighborhood and have a 
predesignated meeting place. 

n   Always evacuate if you feel it’s unsafe to stay—don’t 
wait to receive an emergency notification if you feel 
threatened from the fire. 

n   Conduct an annual insurance policy checkup to adjust 
for local building costs, codes, and new renovations. 

n   Create or update a home inventory to help settle 
claims faster. 

Firewise® is a program of the National Fire Protection Association. 
This publication was produced in cooperation with the USDA Forest Service, US Department 
of the Interior, and the National Association of State Foresters. NFPA is an equal opportunity 
provider. Firewise® and Firewise USA® are registered trademarks of the National Fire Protection 
Association, Quincy, MA 02169.

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA
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BACKPACK EMERGENCY

Go Kit!
Continued

Suggested items and actions to take to 
complete your Go Kit
(you can probably think of a few more!)

IMPORTANT CONTACTS 

»  Fill a small notebook with information 
about your important contacts. Ask your 
parents or guardians to help get this infor-
mation for you:
•  Work and cell phone numbers for your 

parent(s) or guardian(s), as well as their 
work address and an alternate contact 
at their work in case they are away from 
their phone.

»  Phone numbers of relative(s) who live out 
of state, in case local cell towers don’t 
work.
»  Addresses and phone numbers of your 

closest friends.
»  Names/addresses of three safe locations 

to meet in case you are away from home 
and school, such as the local library, a 
friend or neighbor’s home, local police 
station, hospital, or community center.
»  Informaton about any medical condition 

you have or medication that you are on and 
the name and phone number of your doctor. 
»  If you wear glasses, the prescription infor-

mation for them.
»  Phone numbers for neighbors. They may be 

able to check on your home or pets.

Blanket
Bottled water

Teddy Bear

Toiletries

Granola or 
protein bar

Change of 
clothes

Tissue packet

Sturdy shoes 
and jacket

Dollars and 
changePrescription 

medication

Sunglasses

Zipper bag to 
keep things dry

Poncho

First Aid kit

Cell phone
and chargerMulti-function 

tool
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Prepared
Be

Informed
Be

In the
 know

Stay

In the knowStay

Discover what you need to:

➤ Prepare for an emergency.

➤ Understand emergency weather 
warnings and evacuation terms.

➤ Find information from official 
sources during an emergency.

Phone
9-1-1 for emergencies only, not for information

CAL FIRE/Butte County Fire Information Line
1.530.538.7826

For extended fire emergencies in the County 
area, Town of Paradise, City of Biggs and Gridley

Town of Paradise Information Line
1.530.872.5951

Staffed during major emergency events

PG&E Information Line
1.800.743.5000

Report power outages and downed power lines.

Caltrans Information Line
1.800.427.7623

For current highway conditions

Internet 
CAL FIRE    http://www.fire.ca.gov

BUTTE COUNTY    http://www.buttecounty.net

ROAD INFORMATION    http:www.dot.ca.gov
 https://www.buttecounty.net/roadconditions
 https://www.chp.ca.gov

WEATHER INFORMATION    http://www.weather.gov

Television & Radio
KHSL    Channel 12
KNVN    Channel 24
KRCR    Channel 7
KPAY    1290 AM
Berry Creek    Community radio: 1250 AM
Yankee Hill    Community radio: 1630 AM
Magalia    Community radio: 1460 AM
Town of Paradise    Community radio: 1500 AM

Facebook
CAL FIRE    facebook.com/CALFIRE
Butte County    facebook.com/ButteCounty
Butte County Sheriff News    
 facebook.com/bcsonews
Butte County Public Health    
 facebook.com/buttecountypublichealth
Town of Paradise    facebook.com/townofparadise
Oroville Fire    facebook.com/cityoforovillefire
Chico Fire    facebook.com/chicofiredepartment

Twitter
Fire/Rescue    @CALFIRE_ButteCo
 @chicoFD
Law Enforcement    @ButteSheriff
 @ChicoPolice
 @CHP_Chico
Government    @CountyofButte
 @BCPubHealth
 @CAL_FIRE
 @paradise_ca

EMERGENCY!

Keep this guide

close by.



 

Visit READY, SET, GO!
 www.ReadyForWildfire.org
 Learn more about being prepared.

Have a Go Bag
 Duffle bag with 48 hours of supplies, 

water, snacks, medications, toiletries, 
credit cards and cash, important 
documents and computer files—and, 
if you have a pet, pet food, water and 
supplies.

Learn Severe Weather Terms
Watch: “Be aware.” Conditions are favorable for 

the development of severe weather which could 
impact fires.

Warning: “Take action.” Weather conditions pose a 
threat to life or property. Potential for critical fire behavior.

Sign Up For:
Emergency Mass Notification 
System: Receive emergency 
notifications by phone (landline 
or mobile), text or email. Sign up: 

 www.ButteCounty.net/MassNotification

Download a Mobile App:
CALFIRE Ready for Wildfire App: 

Available on Android, Apple and 
Windows phones and devices. Visit 
App Store or Google Play Store and 
search “CALFIRE.”

Paradise Police  App: Available on 
Android, Apple and Windows 
phones and devices. For download 
instructions, go to: https://www.
TownOfParadise.com then navigate to: 
Our Government>Departments>Police

Review Disaster 
Preparedness Guidelines
Butte County Office of Emergency 

Management: www.ButteCounty.net/
OEM/DisasterPreparedness

Public Assembly Point: A temporary assembly area that provides a safe haven for evacuees 
to assemble until conditions subside and evacuation routes are accessible, or for 
evacuees who otherwise cannot evacuate the community on their own and need 
assistance to be moved to a shelter. Note: Evacuees who are capable of evacuating on 
their own to designated shelters or other areas outside of their community do not need 
to go to Public Assembly Points unless directed by public safety officials.

Learn Evacuation Terms
Evacuation Warning: Alerts people in an affected area(s) of potential threat to life and 

property. People who need additional time should consider evacuating at this time. An
 Evacuation Warning considers the probability that an area will be affected and prepares 

people for the potential of an Immediate Evacuation Order.

Radio & Mobile Devices
 You can receive information during 

an emergency by keeping your mobile 
devices charged and monitoring a 
battery-operated radio.

Community Evacuation Plan
 Do you have yours?
 Go to Butte County Office of Emergency 

Management at www.ButteCounty.net
 /OEM/DisasterPreparedness and 

download the evacuation plan for your 
community.

PreparedBe InformedBe

REV 06/17    FireSafeHelp.com

Immediate Evacuation Order: Requires the immediate movement of people out of an 
affected area due to imminent threat to life. Choosing to stay could result in the loss of 
life. Staying may also impede the work of emergency personnel. Due to the changing 
nature of the emergency, the Immediate Evacuation Order may be the only warning 
people in the affected area(s) receive.



Forest Ranch &Forest Ranch &
Butte MeadowsButte Meadows
“Ready, Set, Go” “Ready, Set, Go” 
Evacuation PlanEvacuation Plan

Are you prepared?Are you prepared?2020

Create an evacuation plan that includes:
s A designated emergency meeting location outside the 

fire or hazard area. This is critical to determine who has 
safely evacuated from the affected area.

s Several different escape routes from your home and 
community.  Drive these routes often so everyone in your 
family is familiar with them.

s An evacuation plan for pets and large animals such as 
horses and other livestock. Go to NVADG.org

s A Family Communication Plan that designates an out-of-
area friend or relative as a point of contact to act as a 
single source of communication among family members 
in case of separation. (It is easier to call or message one 
person and let them contact others than to try and call 
everyone when phone, cell, and internet systems can be 
overloaded or limited during a disaster.) 

s Sign up for Emergency Notifications at
 www.buttecounty.net/massnotification

Our household safety plan (complete before an emergency incident):

Be Prepared:
s Have fire extinguishers on hand and train your family how 

to use them (check expiration dates regularly).

s Keep your gas tank at least half full at all times.

s Assemble a Go Bag (emergency supply kit) for your 
family and pets.

s Keep a list of emergency contact numbers available.

s Post your address by your driveway so it’s clearly visible.

s Obtain street maps for the city and county; keep them in 
your car or download them to your smart device.

s Keep a Go Bag in your car in case you cannot get to your 
home.

s Ensure that your family knows where your gas, electric, 
and water main shut-off controls are located and how to 
safely shut them down in an emergency.

s Make your home/property more fire safe; find resources 
at www.buttefiresafe.net and www.readyforwildfire.org

Get ready! Prepare your family…

Our address         Phone

In the event of an evacuation, we will meet at

Animals: North Valley Animal Disaster Group (NVADG) Hotline: 530-895-0000; NVADG.org

During an evacuation, we’ll take our animals to

Local contact (neighbor/relative): In the event that roads are closed, our local contact to care for children and pets is

Name         Phone

Out of area contact/phone     School phone

Other important contacts

We have neighbors who may need help (persons with disabilities or persons with access and functional needs)

Fire info: (530)538-7826   Sheriff’s Emergency info: (833)512-5378



Get set! If you feel threatened, evacuate!

Keep these six “P’s” ready in case 
immediate evacuation is required.

Remember the Six “P’s”Remember the Six “P’s”
People and pets

Papers, phone numbers, important 
documents

Prescriptions, vitamins, eyeglasses

Pictures and irreplaceable memorabilia

Personal computer, hard drive, discs

Plastic (credit & ATM cards), cash

Home Evacuation Checklist – How to Prepare for Evacuation

s Shut all windows and doors, 
leaving them unlocked.

s Remove flammable window 
shades and lightweight curtains. 
Close metal shutters.

s Move flammable furniture to the 
center of the room, away from 
windows and doors.

s Shut off gas at the source (meter 
or tank). Turn off pilot lights.

s Leave your lights on so firefighters 
can see your house under smoky 
conditions.

s Shut off the air conditioning.

s Alert family and neighbors.

s Dress in appropriate clothing (i.e. 
clothing made of cotton or wool 
and work boots). Have gloves, 
goggles, a dry bandana and dust 
mask handy.

s Grab your Go-bag and add last 
minute items.

s Check official social media sites, 
tv stations, local radio and the 
emergency phone numbers on 
page one of this plan.

s Drink plenty of water and prepare 
your family and pets.

Prepare for Evacuation Inside the house

s Put your Go Bag in your vehicle.

s Back your car into the driveway 
with vehicle loaded and all doors 
and windows closed. Carry car 
keys with you and have a spare. 
Leave gates open for access.

s Check on neighbors and make 
sure they are preparing to leave.

s Gather up flammable items from 
the exterior of the house and bring 
them inside (patio furniture, toys, 
door mats, trash cans, etc.) or 
place them in your pool.

s Turn off propane tanks.

s Move propane BBQs and 
appliances away from structures.

s Connect garden hoses to outside 
water valves or spigots for use by 
firefighters. Fill water buckets and 
place them around the house.

s Don’t leave sprinklers on or water 
running, they can affect critical 
water pressure.

s Leave exterior lights on so your 
home is visible to firefighters in 
the smoke or darkness of night.

s Have a ladder available and place 
it at the corner of the house so 
firefighters can quickly access roof.

s Seal attic and ground vents with 
pre-cut plywood or commercial 
seals.

s Patrol your property and monitor 
the fire situation. Don’t wait for 
an evacuation order if you feel 
threatened. 

s Locate your pets; transport them 
with you. Need help? Call NVADG: 
530-895-0000

s Prepare and transport large 
animals early to a safe location.

Animals:  Go to NVADG.org

Outside the house



Go! It’s time to leave…

Evacuation Order: Requires the immediate movement of 
people out of an affected area due to an imminent threat 
to life. Choosing to stay could result in loss of life. Staying 
may also impede the work of emergency personnel. Due to 
the changing nature of the emergency, an Evacuation Order 
may be the only warning that people in the affected area(s) 
receive. 

Evacuation Warning: Alerts people in an affected area(s) 
of potential threat to life and property. People who need 
additional time should consider evacuating at this time. An 
Evacuation Warning considers the probability that an area will 
be affected and prepares people for a potential Immediate 
Evacuation Order.

Shelter in Place: Advises people to stay secure at their 
current location by remaining in place as evacuation will 
cause a higher potential for loss of life.

If you are trapped…

When an evacuation order is issued by public safety officials or you feel threatened, leave immediately to avoid being caught 
in fire, smoke or road congestion. In an intense wildfire or other evacuation order, officials will not have time to knock on every 
door. Listen for high-low sirens.

s Advisements of potential evacuations will be given as early as possible. You must take the initiative to stay informed and 
aware when an evacuation is ordered or a warning has been issued. For announcements, call 2-1-1, listen to your radio, TV 
and monitor official social media sites from public safety and governmental agencies. For exact evacuation warnings and 
orders, call the Fire Info or Sheriff’s Info phone numbers located on the first page.

s Areas to be evacuated and escape routes will depend upon the emergency’s location, direction of travel and severity.  
Know your map as well as zone, if indicated. Look at the possilbe routes you might be directed to use. 

s You may be directed to a designated Public Assembly Point for your immediate safety—and later to an evacuation shelter.

In your vehicle:
s Stay calm.

s Park your vehicle in an open area 
clear of vegetation.

s Close all vehicle windows and 
vents.

s Cover yourself with a wool blanket 
or jacket.

s Lie on vehicle floor board.

s Use your cell phone to advise 
officials of your location—call 911.

Evacuation advisories to be prepared for:
Rescue: Emergency actions taken within the affected area to 
recover and help injured or trapped citizens leave the area. 
Entry into this area is restricted to rescue workers only.

Be Prepared:
During an evacuation you may be away from your home for an 
extended time. Be prepared with your Household Safety Plan 
(see page 1 of this document) and be ready to implement it.

Assembly Point
A temporary asembly area for evacuees to assemble until 
conditions subside and evacuation routes are accessible, or for 
evacuees who otherwise cannot evacuate the community on 
their own and need assistance to be moved to a shelter. Note: 
Evacuees capable of evacuating on their own to designated 
shelters or other areas outside of their community do not need 
to go to Public Assembly Points unless directed by officials.

In your home:
s Stay calm, keep your family and 

pets together.

s Call 911 and inform authorities of 
your location.

s Keep doors and windows closed, 
but unlocked.

s Stay away from outside walls and 
windows.

On foot:
s Stay calm.

s Go to an open area clear of 
vegetation, a ditch or depression 
on level ground if possible.

s Lie face down, cover up your body.

s Use your cell phone to advise 
officials of your location—call 911.

BE PREPARED. During an evacuation you may be away from your home for an extended time. Be prepared 
with your completed Household Safety Plan (see page 1 of this document) and be ready to implement it. 
You may be directed to evacuate outside the area.
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“Ready, Set, Go” “Ready, Set, Go” 
Evacuation PlanEvacuation Plan

Forest Ranch & Forest Ranch & 
Butte MeadowsButte Meadows

Keep a copy of this plan in your car and home.

Funding provided  by North Valley Community Foundation and the Butte Strong Fund.

www.buttefiresafe.net 530-877-0984
www.readyforwildfire.org

Need more evacuation plans? Go to:
www.buttecounty.net/oem

One-Way Evacuation Operations
“One-Way Evacuation Operations” means that all the travel 
lanes on a designated section of road would proceed in one 
direction as residents and visitors leave the area in advance of 
a wildland fire or emergency. 

Key Points
s Primary Evacuation Plans will be implemented first. 

If these plans are proving effective in handling the 
evacuating traffic, then a One-Way Evacuation Operation 
is not likely to be implemented. One-Way Evacuation 
Operations are most likely to be used in populated areas.

s Emergency responders will decide if One-Way Evacuation 
must be implemented based on the specific needs of the 
incident. Entry and termination points will be determined 
based on the location, direction and rate of the fire 
spread. 

s Be sure to obey the officers’ directions and follow the 
traffic cones and other route markers. All state highway 
safety regulations and traffic laws apply for the reversed 
lanes, including speed limits.

s Message boards may be used to provide key information 
at the beginning of the reversed lane to assist you with 
your choices.

s Law enforcement officers or other personnel will be 
at the entrance and termination of the route directing 
traffic. Do not stop to ask questions because officials will 
not answer questions and this will slow the evacuation 
process. 

s Check social media sites, tune into local radio and TV 
stations or call 2-1-1 for emergency information about 
the One-Way Evacuation route. 

s Vehicles entering the One-Way Evacuation route are 
expected to travel to the end of the route. 

s Commercial vehicles, recreational vehicles and those 
towing boats or other trailers should remain in the right 
hand travel lanes.

s Stay with your vehicle at all times.

What Routes will be used for One-Way Evacuation?
s Routes will be based on the specific needs of the 

incident. Entry and termination points will be determined 
based on the location, direction and rate of the fire 
spread. 
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 If your vehicle stops working, pull it as far off to the 
side of the road as you can.
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