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The Paradise Sewer Regional-
ization Project Advisory Commit-
tee is set to finally meet. The com-
mittee was supposed to meet re-
motely last month but technical 
issues forced the cancellation of 
that meeting.

Now the meeting will occur 
Monday from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. The 
committee is made up of Paradise 
Mayor Steve Crowder, Vice Mayor 
Jody Jones, Chico Mayor Andrew 
Coolidge and Vice Mayor Kasey 
Reynolds.

The committee was created 
because Paradise believes that 
a connection to the Chico Water 
Pollution Control Plant (WPCP) 
is its preferred alternative for 
wastewater treatment and dis-
posal and has approached Chico 
to explore the feasibility of such 
a regional project.

To do that, both councils voted 
to create a Sewer Regionaliza-
tion Project Advisory Commit-
tee, which will monitor the sewer 
project’s progress including the 
Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR), and efforts being done un-
der the Town and City’s Coopera-
tive Work Agreement.
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By Justin Couchot
jcouchot@chicoer.com

CHICO >> Chico State Associated 
Students finalized the results Fri-
day for the 17 student representa-
tive positions for government af-
fairs for 2021-2022 after Election 
Day was held Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Beginning May 15, newly-
elected President Duncan Young 
and Executive Vice President 
Taryn Burns will join 15 other stu-
dents to help serve a certain need 
or a need that has been identified 
by the students at Chico State, ac-
cording to A.S. Marketing Direc-
tor Anna Paladini. Young, who 
was endorsed by current Associ-
ated Students President Bre Hol-
bert, will be in his first term as 
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CHICO >> On a warm afternoon 
March 31, Thalia Metcalf and 
Donny Arbayo stood by their 
tent in Chico’s Comanche 
Creek Greenway, sharing cig-
arettes in the sunshine, and 
considered where they need 

to move to next.
Metcalf, 33, said she was born 

in Colusa and has now been un-
housed in Chico for about two 
years. She met Arbayo, 30, five 
years ago.

“We met each other in Oro-
ville, at Gold Country (Casino)” 
Arbayo said. “I was already 
homeless but she wasn’t. In the 

first year of being together we 
had our son and we both as a 
team took each other off the 
streets.”

Torres Shelter in Chico helped 
the couple but “we did all the 
footwork because they can’t do 
everything for you,” he said. 
They found a home in Oroville 
after six months.

But after the Camp Fire, Ar-
bayo said they had to walk away 
from their home in Oroville for 
multiple reasons. They now have 
two children.

Born in Oroville and raised 
in Chico, “I’ve been homeless 
on and off the streets since the 
age of five,” Arbayo said.

STORIES FROM THE STREETS

Where to go next: Homeless couple facing another move

NATALIE HANSON — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Mark Rivas of Bobcat Chico explains the power of using mastication for fire prevention and the properties of the mulch which results, 
Friday in Cohasset. 

By Natalie Hanson
nhanson@chicoer.com

COHASSET >> Butte County proj-
ects are benefiting from grants 
to speed up fire prevention, 
however the season to prepare 
is short for what’s predicted to 
be an intense California fire sea-
son.

According to a recent anal-
ysis from the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technol-
ogy of the Camp Fire’s impact 
on vegetation on the ridge, fuel 

treatments around communi-
ties may not be able to signif-
icantly reduce ember expo-
sures. The report said in wild-
land and urban interface fires 
— which are those which oc-
cur under severe conditions 
with challenging topography, 
low vegetative fuels moisture 
and high wind speeds — em-
bers can potentially result in 
catastrophic life and property 
losses in communities with a 
high density of vegetative and 
structural fuels.

The Camp Fire, and subse-
quent laboratory and field work, 
demonstrated embers can have 
significant impact on commu-
nities with mixed wildland and 
urban infrastructure — with 
energy to cause ignitions gen-
erated from parcel-level com-
bustibles such as landscaping 
mulch, fences and firewood 
piles. Ember ignitions down-
wind from parcel-level com-
bustibles enable fire to readily 
spread from parcel to parcel, the 
report noted.

And, the hardening of res-
idential and non-residential 
structures to resist ignition 
from direct flame exposures can 
be addressed using two different 
technical approaches: the fuels 
can be displaced or the target 
structure can be hardened, ac-
cording to the analysis. Reduced 
ignitions can be achieved by a 
vegetative fuel treatment on the 
community by displacing fuels 
within a parcel — such as lo-
cating a combustible shed away 
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from the residence — or in-
creasing the structure set-
back from the property line, 
effectively increasing struc-
ture separation distance.

There has been concern 
expressed to the county’s 
Board of Supervisors over 
limitations under the Cal-
ifornia Board of Forestry 
and Fire Protection’s pro-
posed fire safe regulations, 
which if approved would 
go into effect July 1. These 
regulations — proposing 
requirements for improv-
ing roads to properties, in-
cluding driveways and pri-
vate roads and public roads, 
and limiting dead-end road 
lengths — would include all 
parcels within “high-sever-
ity areas,” or nearly all east-
ern foothill communities 
in Butte County, includ-
ing Cohasset, Forest Ranch 
and Paradise. The road im-
provements for a project 
would be required to the 
nearest collector road — not 
just the roadway in front of 
or along the property.

Local projects
Despite concern about 

how to conduct significant 
fuel treatments to prevent 

more disastrous fires, the 
Butte County Fire Safe 
Council has been conduct-
ing multiple thinning and 
controlling efforts around 
Butte County before July.

Members of the Cohas-
set community came to a 
fire council-initiated dem-
onstration of an advanced 
mastication machine Fri-

day which showed turn-
ing even large trees into 
mulch as a fire prevention 
strategy alternative to hand 
chipping.

The mastication results 
funded by Sierra Nevada 
Conservancy and Cal Fire-
Butte County Fire Preven-
tion got positive feedback 
from locals. Landowner 

Ron Hall said, “I’m sure 
every resident up here 
for the summer, this will 
probably be the one where 
we’re most scared because 
of the lack of water. (There 
is an) urgency to get as 
much done as we possi-
bly can.”

Executive Director Calli-
Jane DeAnda explained to 

landowners how commu-
nity signups for hand chip-
ping projects continue to be 
important as pile burning 
is ending soon as the heat 
increases, postponed until 
late November. Meanwhile, 
three contracted herd own-
ers are handling some graz-
ing of treated land with 
goats, which DeAnda said 
is the most cost effective 
option when land is treated 
properly.

DeAnda also explained 
two North Valley Commu-
nity Foundation grants 
for use in the North Com-
plex fires area. The larg-
est grant, $125,000, is for 
a fire prevention project in 
the Berry Creek area for the 
Lake Madrone Water Dis-
trict fire break surround-
ing a 484-acre district. 
The other grant of $62,500 
will help Paradise Alliance 
Church expand its defen-
sible space program, mo-
bilizing volunteers to help 
homeowners remove dead 
and dying trees.

Another council project 
is out to bid for upper Mag-
alia to Butte Creek for hand 
cutting and chipping.

“We hope to hear from 
PG&E if they are going to 
re-fund our chipper pro-
gram, we’ll know in about 
three weeks,” DeAnda said. 
She added the utility is hes-

itant to fund countywide 
chipping projects as they 
“want them to be localized.”

DeAnda said the timber 
industry is over-saturated 
with lumber due to many 
recent fires. The council’s 
Jim Houtman added the fo-
cus continues to be on pro-
moting biomass to make 
use of wood chips for bio-
fuel energy, reducing fuel 
in the forest and increas-
ing hardening and chipping 
projects.

“We’re trying to get a lo-
cal facility set up, ideally 
one on the bottom of each 
ridge line so we can shorten 
that transportation bring-
ing (material) to a facility, 
turn it into hydrogen and 
then sell that hydrogen to 
make a … revenue stream” 
which could be used to turn 
around and make more 
projects as a circular sys-
tem, he said.

The Butte County Re-
source Conservation Dis-
trict is also teaching peo-
ple how to do their own 
prescribed burns in Forest 
Ranch, alongside Cal Fire-
Butte County. The next 
burn will take place Satur-
day at the Shandel ranch 
on Oak Grove Lane in For-
est Ranch.

Contact reporter Natalie 
Hanson at 530-896-7763.
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Bobcat Chico’s machine for mastication, turning trees to mulch, for fire prevention is 
demonstrated Friday in Cohasset. 

president after originally 
beginning with Associated 
Students as a student ap-
pointee. In February, Young 
was named a recipient of 
the 39th annual Lieuten-
ant Robert Merton Rawl-
ins Merit Award for the Col-
lege of Behavioral and So-
cial Sciences at Chico State.

Young is a senior at 
Chico State majoring in 
economics and said in his 
candidate profile prior to 
being elected, “If elected 
A.S. president, I will work 
with the administration to 
maximize the number of 
safe in-person activities in 
the upcoming year, support 
club redevelopment, and 
reimagine programs that 
train future student lead-

ers and representatives.”
Officials, who must meet 

eligibility requirements in-
cluding a 2.5 cumulative 
GPA, maintain a 2.3 GPA 
each semester while in of-
fice as well as meet enroll-
ment status requirements, 
will sit on the Associated 
Students Board of Direc-
tors, the Government Af-
fairs Committee through 
May 2022.

In an election which is 
solely dependent on Chico 
State student participation, 
Paladini said this year’s elec-
tion saw 12 percent of Chico 
State students participate, or 
1,828 students out of 15,344 
total enrollment. The num-
ber was a decrease from the 
19 percent participation in 
the 2020 A.S. election.

“In terms of our overall 
approach we did have fewer 
students who initially opted 
in to be candidates, who ini-

tially filled out the intent 
to file packets and took 
the steps to become candi-
dates officially on the bal-
lot,” Paladini said. “How-
ever we did have numerous 
students who did partici-
pate as write-ins and were 
elected to positions.”

Though the president is 
the head of the government 
affairs team and serves as 
the liaison between the As-
sociated Students and the 
university President Gayle 
Hutchinson, each mem-
ber serves a role within the 
student body. The vice pres-
ident will serve as the chair 
of the government affairs 
committee.

Austin Lapic will be re-
turning for his second term 
as vice president of business 
and finance and said he re-
turned to A.S. because af-
ter joining A.S. in his first 
year as a Wildcat because, 

“I wanted to continue with 
what my idea was of my 
experience at Chico State. 
How I could improve the ex-
perience for students here 
at Chico State and what I 
can do within my role to 
maybe push administra-
tion or push the school into 
a better place for students.”

Lapic said it is hard to ig-
nore the biggest change for 
the 2021-2022 team will be 
returning to in-person as 
a team and supporting a 
group of students who have 
never experienced the Chico 
State campus life in-person.

With each team of newly 
elected student govern-

ment affairs team comes a 
new perspective and new 
goals, and in the next year 
the Associated Students fac-
ulty and staff are planning 
to prepare the student lead-
ers for success.

“Each year we take a lot 
of time to get to know our 
officers and understand 
their perspectives as well as 
their goals in office,” Pala-
dini said. “Our government 
affairs team and our staff 
members do a really good 
job of taking extra care to 
listen to those student per-
spectives and try to accom-
plish and support those stu-
dent goals throughout the 
entire term.”

Elected officials
Other winners from 

this year’s election join-
ing Young and Burns and 
Lapic include: Vice Presi-
dent of Facilities and Ser-
vices Kiley Kirkpatrick; Di-
rector of Social Justice and 
Equity Karina Vazquez; Di-
rector of University Affairs 
Olivia Rosso; Commissioner 
of Community Affairs Tyrell 
Simmons; Commissioner 
of Sustainability Affairs 
Michelle Borges; Commis-
sioner of Legislative Af-
fairs Michelle Davis and 
Commissioner of Student 
Engagement and Advocacy 
Megan Oliver.

There were also senators 
elected from each college 
department at the univer-
sity and they include: Col-
lege of Agriculture Senator 
Tyler Jenkins; College of 
Behavioral and Social Sci-
ences’ Katherine Chai; Col-
lege of Communication and 
Education’s Krystal Alva-
rez; College of Engineering, 
Computer Science and Con-
struction Management’s 
Matthew Burns; College of 
Humanities and Fine Arts’ 
Demondra Martin; College 
of Natural Sciences’ James 
Lawrence and the College of 
Business’ Nina Cardinale.

The full results can be 
found on the Chico State As-
sociated Students website 
at https://bit.ly/2Q95yfw.

Contact reporter Justin 
Couchot at 530-896-7720.
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JASON HALLEY — CHICO STATE UNIVERSITY PHOTOGRAPHER

Chico State Associated Students announced Friday that 
Duncan Young, one of the 2020-2021 recipients of the 
Lieutenant Robert Merton Rawlins Merit Award, was 
named the new Associated Students President. Young is 
shown Dec. 16, 2020 in Chico. 
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